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The Editor is not responsible for the opinions of Correspondents ] 

Editor.— I should like to recommend a book called Ethics for 
. \ People by Everett (published by Ginn & Co.), to the lady who was 
thr0 ’ u A your magazine for a suitable book of an unsectarian 
S .Tiad .0 children of any age. It probably is not to be had in 
London but any bookseller could procure it in a fortnight’s time. Can 
anyone suggest suitable French books for a girl of thirteen, who is mentally 
too old for the Bibliotheque Rose and yet too young for novels ? Also in 
~ M. E. 

German. 


MISS HODGSON'S CLASSES IN SCOTLAND. 


Dear Editor. — As some of your readers will doubtless be interested in 
how the classes conducted by Miss Hodgson, at Darvel, Ayrshire, during 
August, have got on, I, as being chiefly responsible for winning her services 
for this period, think I owe some account and a letter of thanks. Last 
summer I visited the House of Education to see about a governess for my 
children, and could not help showing very special interest in the nature 
lore and handicrafts as taught by Miss Hodgson. 

The month’s course just completed has had phenomenal success ; there 
has been a membership of over fifty ; teachers have come from all parts of 
the country, and Miss Hodgson feels it a great reward that each will form 
a new nucleus in the spreading and development of the new gospel in 
educational matters. Our local industries of curtain and carpet manufac- 
turing make a constant supply of designing indispensable, and it was soon 
recognised what a value and new interest it would give to such work to 
have some systematic training in the characteristic growths of the different 
orders of plants, and acquire the habit of better observation and ready 
reproduction which the course of brush-work and nature illustrating was 


so calculated to give; consequently this class, which was held purposely 
the evening, was attended largely by local teachers and designers. 1 
month s work has been a wonderful example of concentrated effort on P^ rt 
of both teachers and students. An exhibition of the work has been held, 
id to evervonp i t ic . , . • all the^e 


~ omuemb, exniDition or me wotk 
and to everyone it is marvellous and almost incredible that all the, 
branches of handicrafts have been started and such beautiful wor 
accomplished in one month. There are exquisite examples of ham mere 
brass, embossed leather, wood-carvintr Hav modelling, bookbm S' 


i —vriai.ii. -l nere are exquisite example: 

osse d leather, wood-carving, clay modelling, Duunk 
oar sloyd, and studies in brush-work of plant gesture. 
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Many of the students have departed declaring that they have found ten 
fingers at Darvel, and such new unsuspected powers that they have 
acquired new life and faith in themselves 

It is very gratifying to Miss Hodgson that before she has left the village 
her efforts have taken something like abiding shape in the formation of a 
branch of the Home Arts and Industries Association. She considers there 
are pupils left m each of the subjects who have made such progress as to 
enable them to teach, so that the dispensing with specially hired teachers will 
enable the movement to become very popular. On the first night twenty-four 
members enrolled, and this will doubtless be largely increased forthwith, 
the special, and as far as we know, unique advantage of having nature 
lore and illustrating linked on to the production of the natural beauties 
in the vaiious mediums of metal, iron, leather, etc., employed by the handi- 
crafts is recognised in the name, 44 Darvel Nature Lore and Handicrafts 
Guild,” and we hope by special supervision of all designs admitted to the 
guild, and by diligent care and high purpose, to make it such a guild as 
Miss Hodgson will look back with pride on having founded. Trusting this 
report will prove of interest. 

I am, yours truly, 

The Knowe, Darvel. Gavin Morton. 
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Edited by Miss Frances Blogg, Sec., 28, Victoria Street , S. W. 

To whom all Hon . Local Secs . are requested to send reports of all 
matters of interest connected with their branches , also 30 copies 
0/ any prospectuses or other papers they may print. 

NEW BRANCHES. 

The Executive Committee has been approached with a view to starting 
Branches in the following places : — 

Bradford. 

Manchester. 

Darlington. 

Colchester.— Hon. Sec., pro ten/., Mrs. Powell, Gt. Bentley Vicarage. 

Nottingham. 

Blackheath. 

Croydon.— Names may be sent pro tem., P. Rands, Esq., Bngiy, 
Bensham Manor Road. 

Streatham. 

Beckenham. 

Carlisle. 

Oxford. 

Truro. 

Exeter. 

.. D 3 
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Taunton. 

Leamington. 

Leicestek. a Rooper, Pen Selwood, Gervis R 0a d 

Bournemouth.— 

Dublin. 

Cardiff. 

York. 

Huddersfield. 


LEWES°-Names may be sent pro tem., Mrs. Fawsett, 83, High Street. 
DoKDKG.-Nan.es may be sent pro tem., Mrs. Powell, Oakridge. A 
Brussels. — Names may be sent pro tem., Madame de Goeij, 3S> 
Rue du Moulin. 

Ipswich. 


Readers of the Parents' Review living in these? districts, or having 
friends there, are asked to communicate with Miss Blogg. 


Hyde Park and Bayswater.— H on. Sec., Mrs. Franklin, at home 
(50, Porchester Terrace, W.) Thursday mornings.— October 18th, a lecture 
entitled “How to show Children our National Gallery/’ will be given by 
Miss Annie R. Evans, Cert. Hons. L.L.A. (Public Lecturer upon History 
of Art), illustrated by optical lantern, at five o’clock, at 122, Gloucester 
Terrace, Hyde Park (by kind permission of Mrs. Flockhart). E. L. 
Franklin, Esq., in the chair. Tea and coffee 4.30. November 21st, 
Dr. Schofield will lecture on “ The Philosophy of Education,” at five 
o’clock, at 20, Stratford Place (by kind permission of Mrs. Mudie Cooke). 
The chair will be taken by Mrs. J. Howard Glover. Tea and coffee 4.30. 
December 13th, Mrs. Clement Parsons will give a lecture entitled “When 
I was a child,” at five o’clock, at 33, Phillimore Gardens (by kind per- 
mission of Mrs. Freeman). Dr. Gladstone, F.R.S., in the chair. Tea 
and coffee 4.30. Brush-drawing Lessons to children from 8 to 15. at 42, 
Linden Gardens, on Tuesdays, at 2.45. Fee £ 1 ij*. per term. Drill and 
Gymnastic Class at 42, Linden Gardens, on Tuesdays, at 4. for children 
from 6 to 16, conducted by Miss K. Woodward (Examiner for the Royal 
Physical College). Fee £i is. per term. Classes for Clay-modelling, 
Sloyd and Basket-work, will be formed if desired. Hockey for girls and 
women on Mondays and Fridays, at 2.30. Fee iot. per session. 

Hampstead.— Oetoher 20th , “ Work for Girls on Leaving School,” by 
Mrs. Steinthal, at West Ridge, Prince Arthur Road, Hampstead (by kind 
permission of Mrs. Bolton), at 4 p.m. November nth, “ The Uses and 

rr/ia 5 °>>V e nculcat i° n of the Principle of Authority in the Training ° 
Ch.ldren, by the Rev. E. A. Abbott, D.D., President of the Branch. 

Freer m H er ’ “ H ° rticulture aa a Career for Girls,” by Miss Goodrich* 

SwanW a ° f the Wome "’ s Branch of the Horticultural College, 

in'nrocess t ° f the Na ^al History Club, to begin in October^ 

to communi 0rm * t ' on - An y members wishing to join this are requ 
to communicate with the Hon. Sec. 
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ST. JOHNS WOOD. -October, Dr. Schofield, “The Philosophy of 
Education. November H. A. Nesbit, Esq.. “The Interdependence 
of Literature and History. December. Rev. j Kirkman, “ Courtesies of 
the Street. January Mrs. Bryant, D.Sc., “The End of Education- 
Knowledge or Power February, Miss Fanny Johnson, “ How to make 
London interesting to London children.” March, Miss Wells, “ Children’s 
Entertainments ” April, Mrs. Clement Parsons, “ A child’s introduction 
to Poetry. May, Dr. Shuttleworth, “ Exceptional Children.” 

FOREST Hill. On July 7 th, Miss Worn read a paper entitled “From 
Early Childhood,” at Holly Lodge, Tyson Road, by kind permission of 
Mrs. Neild. I he chairman (Mr. Netld) opened the meeting with a few 
sympathetic remarks. Ihe lectuier showed the necessity for a close study 
of the child and the aid and human interest afforded in this research by 
psychology. While tracing the development of the mind from birth, the 
important part imagination plays in earliest childhood as the medium 
whereby all real knowledge is gained, was clearly and graphically 
illustrated. That moral and religious teaching can begin even in the 
cradle was dwelt on— and the lecturer described the aim of all education 
to include, not only the perfecting of the individual, but, through the 
individual the restoration of the human race to its primitive beauty. 
Miss Worn pointed out the need in the child-trainer for infinite patience, 
faith and hope — and forcibly suggested that preparation should be made 
before marriage for the duties it entails with respect to the human 
offspring. She added that the problem for teachers and parents is 
essentially one and the same, namely, the right understanding of child- 
mind and child-nature. The brief discussion was not up to the level of 
the paper, which we hope to see in print. The members were hospitably 
entertained by the host and hostess after the meeting — the concluding one 
of the first session. 

Woodford and Wanstead Branch.— The following arrangements 
are made for autumn: — October, “How to show children our National 
Gallery,” by Miss Annie R. Evans. November, “Arithmetic with hands 
and eyes,” Miss Edna Walter. January, a Natural History lecture by 
Miss M. Simpson. 

Enfield. — The following meetings have been arranged for the Autumn 
session October, “ How to show children our National Gallery,” Miss 
Evans, L.L.A. (public lecturer on “The History of Art.”) November, a 
paper will be read by Alex. Devine, Esq. December, Miss H. Webb. M.B., 
on “ Heredity.” 

SOUTHPORT. — Programme of lectures from November, 18^8, to March, 
1899 :— November, Mrs. Spencer Curwen will lecture on “ Music Teaching,’ 
and will be glad to meet teachers again on the following day for further 
discussion. Mrs. Dixon, Hon. Sec.. 8, Preston Road, will send tickets ; to 
any teachers who may apply for them. December, r. e\v °‘ 1c ' ’ 
L.D.S., on “Children’s Teeth.” February, 1899, Mrs. Mills Harper on 
“ Speech.” March, Rev. John Williams, on “ Shakespeare on CMldren 
and Childhood.” Notices with dates of all meetings are sent to members, 
and they are invited to biing friends. 
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' 77 s • address will be delivered towards the end 

Edinburgh.— l |ie 0,x . n the session 1898-99 will be in the hands of 
of October. Programme Tfaese> and a ll papers relating to the 

the members early m 1 ^ had op app iication to the Hon. Secretary, 

"'° rk t tVar. » Charlotte Square. 

Mrs. Beirj > tj OLTO m. — The first meeting of the season will be 

FARN WORTH AN sim pson, of Leeds, will address the members, 

held in October, V b anc h will have the pleasure of listening to lectures 
“ iS ind Mis. Mason during the month. 

1S ’ TT pmf -The autumn session will open in October, when Mrs. 
EASiB°iRN ddress « Professions for Girls.’ November, Mdlle. 

Duriaux! •• The Art of Teaching a Foreign Language.” December, 
Herbert P. Garrod, Esq , “ Co-education. 

For kestONE -This branch has made a good start under a new President, 
T JZ Tane Taylor During the past six months many new members have 
Lined The lectures have been interesting and well attended. Autumn 
and winter meetings will be arranged shortly. 

Derby -A pleasant excursion in connection with this branch took 
place on September 8th, conducted by Mr. Arnold Bemrose, who gave 
some account of forest trees. 
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PARENTS' REVIEW 

A MONTHLY MAGAZINE 
OF HOME -TRAINING AND CULTURE. 

“ Education is an atmosphere, a discipline, a life.” 


ON OBSERVATION.* 

By H. Laing Gordon, M.D. 

I do not know any old saying which is more misleading 
than that which runs “ It is never too late to mend,” when 
applied, as I have heard it, to the process of education. There 
are some persons who contend that education may be left 
entirely to the school-teacher, and that if any faults are 
acquired previous to school -life they can easily be “knocked 
out” by scholastic influence. In the estimation of such per- 
sons habit and character grow without direction, and if they 
are asked why these grow satisfactorily in some and unsatis- 
factorily in other children, they probably mutter something 
about “instinct” or “heredity.” Heredity indeed, although 
answerable for some physical and mental defects, is too 
often used as a cloak to ignorance and made the idle excuse for 
the neglect and shortcomings of parents, who are quite ready 
to join in throwing upon their slumbering ancestors the 
responsibility for their own faults. By adhering to facts and 
avoiding fallacious deductions we shall find that the environ 
ment of the child— physical, mental, moral and spiritual- 
plays such a part in the formation of chaiacter as throws t e 
influence of heredity into the shade. We parents are prom- 
inent features of this environment. Our influence is a ways 
at work, whether we are conscious of it or not , lmitat 
suggestion are ever quietly doing their work for either good 
•or evil. It is no more t han a simple duty that our influen ce 

* Read before the Fore,. HOI Branch, P.N.E.U., March, ,*,8. ^ ^ 
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